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interfere. Indeed, there was a story that the cheery old
Dean had been seen with his coat off, chopping up some
of his old furniture and pitching it over the wall to feed
the flames.

At Haileybury we had a number of eminent Professors who
gave daily lectures, and, if we had been so minded, much
might have been learnt on a variety of useful subjects. I
fear that some of us, at least, did not make the best of our
opportunities. There was an eminent barrister to teach us
law. We named him the "Legislator/' because he had
the credit of making much of his own law. We used
some of us to try and waste time at his lectures by pre-
tending to wish to discuss points in cases that appeared
in the newspapers, and relating to questions of law. Cer-
tainly the result was that the lecture subjects occasionally
got somewhat mixed. And probably It was partly owing
to this that an untoward incident occurred that has re-
mained much impressed on the memory of my Haileybury
experiences. We were supposed to make full notes in a
" rough note-book" of the words of wisdom that fell from
the lips of our legal lecturer. Then we were required, m
the solitude of our chambers, to proceed, with the assist-
ance of certain law books that were prescribed for us, to
elaborate valuable treatises on these legal subjects, taking
our rough lecture - notes as guides. At the close of the
month these "fair-notes/' as the elaborated treatises were
termed, had to be handed in to the " Legislator," who, having
inspected them, returned the books a few days later to us
in class with his remarks, complimentary or otherwise. One
morning, after some very appreciative comments on the
notes of the good boys of the term, he came to a notori-
ously idle man who was seated next to me, and addressing
him more in sorrow than in anger, said; ** Mr Simkins, I
have been carefully through your notes, and it quite grieves
me to be obliged to say that I have found them a tissue
of unconnected nonsense from beginning to end." To my
horror Simkins, taken aback and disconcerted by the
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